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            We manufacture sustainable paper and wood products from renewable resources that are used every day by millions of people. To that end, we support policies that help our industry grow, create jobs, and foster global market competition so we can continue to provide these essential products.
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            AF&PA’s public policy and advocacy efforts are driven by facts.  Statistics and data are foundations of our work.
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            Paper & Wood Products

      










            Paper and wood products are an essential part of daily life. Paper comes from wood, a natural and renewable material, making paper and wood products some of the few truly sustainable products.
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            The American Forest & Paper Association is the go-to source on issues and up-to-date information about the industry. We’re working to ensure the paper and wood products industry continues to grow and policymakers understand our issues. 
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Paper & Cardboard Recycling


  
    
              


      Paper is one of the most widely recycled materials in the U.S. Paper recycling is one of the best examples of how we as a society are working to protect our environment and are part of a circular economy. The industry is investing in recycling infrastructure and encouraging recycling best practices.
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            Americans recycle a lot of paper! Paper recovered for recycling in the U.S. in 2022 would fill more than 4,000 Washington Monuments.

According to the U.S. EPA, more paper by weight is recovered from municipal solid waste streams for recycling than plastic, glass, steel and aluminum combined.

94% of Americans have access to community paper recycling programs. Paper recycling is a success story and paper products are part of the recycling solution.
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            Paper recycling rates have continuously grown over recent decades and remain consistently high. Let's break down the rates.
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            In 2022, the paper recycling rate was nearly 68%, which held approximately steady to the 2021 rate. Nearly 50 million tons of paper was recovered for recycling in 2022. That amount could fill rail cars stretching from New York to Los Angeles nearly 3 times! 
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            Cardboard is the most recycled packaging material in the U.S. About 34 million tons of cardboard – what the industry calls corrugated – was recovered for recycling. About half of the material used nationwide to make new boxes comes from paper recovered for recycling.   



      



  






          

  










                      
                
        
        








  






      
                                        
                
        
        










          
  
                        



  

        
Where Recycled Paper Goes


  
            






                                        
                
        
        







    

      
      






      
              







      







            At paper mills across the country, recycled paper is used to make the essential products millions of people rely on every day!

In 2022, nearly half of recycled paper went into making containerboard — the material used to make cardboard boxes.

Recycled paper makes boxes for food and medicine, tissue products like toilet paper and paper towels, and newspapers as well. 

Recycled paper is also exported. It's used in paper mills around the world to manufacture new products.
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      Learn how the paper recycling process works
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Dive Deeper Into Paper Recycling
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Unpacking the 2022 Paper Recycling Rates


  
  
      
    
              
  

      Paper is one of the most recycled materials. Dive into why paper recycling is a continuous success.
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What is the Paper Industry Doing to Improve Recycling?


  
  
      
    
              
  

      Learn why paper recycling is a model that works and how the industry is investing to advance the circular economy.
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How Paper Recycling Works


  
  
      
    
              
  

      At paper mills across the country, recycled paper is used to make the essential products millions of people rely on.
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      AF&PA Supports Congressional Engagement on European Union Deforestation Regulation
  
  

      
    
              
  

      We commend U.S. Senators Marsha Blackburn (TN) and Angus King (ME) for leading this bipartisan effort with 24 other Senators to address the challenges of EUDR.
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      AF&PA Releases February 2024 Packaging Papers Monthly Report
  
  

      
    
              
  

      Total packaging papers & specialty packaging shipments in February increased 5% compared to February 2023. They were essentially flat when compared to the same 2 months of 2023.
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      AF&PA Releases February 2024 Printing-Writing Monthly Report
  
  

      
    
              
  

      According to the report, total printing-writing paper shipments decreased 1% in February compared to February 2023. U.S. purchases of total printing-writing papers remained essentially flat (-0.1%) in February compared to the same month last year. Total printing-writing paper inventory levels decreased 1% when compared to January 2024.
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Sign-Up for AF&PA Delivered!


Get the latest news about the paper and wood products industry right in your inbox.
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